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Vijayanagara Monarch, who in this period, as recorded in
Amuktamaiyada of Krishnadevaraya, was believd to have
embodied in his person the attributes of various gods. Hence,
whatever may have been the intensions of the royal donors,
it would be wrong to think that the Brahrnanization process
served only religious purpose, certainely the Brahmana landed
intermediaries prayed for the spiritual well being of the royal
donors and their ancestors and never supplied any soldiers
as the Bishops in England did but there was no need for
military servicce if the people could be persuaded to behave
themselves and to acquiesce in the existing order.
SERVICE LAND TENURES :
We have discussed so far beneficial tenure
(religious). Now we shall study service tenures. Service tenure
arose for different reasons in those times. These land tenures
implied a custom of making gifts and paying wages for various
public services by an assignment of land or land-revenue
instead of paying in money as now happens for gifts. Land
was commonly used for paying wages and also for services
done.
Another reason for the creation of the service tenures
in our period of study was the abundance of land and relative
scarcity of money. In addition to this, population in those
days was not very mobile, as at present because of lack of
means of effective communications. Therefore payments for
the various kinds of services in the form of land grants were